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ABSTRACT
Chanting of the Name of the God as ‘Waheguru’ is very common among all the Sikhs all over the
word. History of custom of chanting of ‘Waheguru’ has been traced out in this paper.

INTRODUCTION

Dr Sarjit Singh Sandhu, Former Prof. Guru Nanak Dev
University, Amritsar now settled in USA [4], comment-
ing on Naam in Sikh Theology, has stated that
‘Waheguru’ has not been used by Gurus or Bhagats for
God. It is the same opinion of McLeod that ‘Waheguru’
was never a part of Vocabulary of Guru Nanak [8]. It
was S. Kapur Singh, Professor of Sikhism, who declared
that “Waheguru is the focal word around which the Sikh
Yogic discipline of Name revolves. It was adopted as the
basic concept of Sikh theology and the esoteric essence
of Sikhism, from the times of Guru Nanak [2 ]. Sandhu
says that this error was first made by S. Kapur Singh,
Professor of Sikhism in 1958 (to use Waheguru as the
Name of God) [4].

First Use

Chanting of the Name of the God as ‘Waheguru’ is very
common among all the Sikhs all over the word. Are they
doing so due to an error caused by S. Kapur Singh? Let
us study the Sikh chronicles to find the truth.

This word was no doubt used by Bhatt Gyand in the Aad
Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS) [1]:

Af3 Ay 7 forg wife Yoy wer 3t wfogg Tioag
Tfagg =g A €l

You are forever True, the Home of Excellence, the Pri-
mal Supreme Being. Waheguru Waheguru, Waheguru,
Guru, Waheguru Jee-o. 111116l

and

Tforg Tiogg ofoag o He |
WA, 3 € Jwe, p 1402.

Waheguru, Waheguru, Waheguru, Wah Jee-o.

AGGS, Bhatt Giand, p 1402)

And

AL & IIYI o1 991 TIGIg 3T AF HES flaliaal
YAWIA, 3¢ e, Y-9803.

Your servants are totally fulfilled, throughout the ages; O
Wahguru, it is all You, forever.

AGGS, Bhatt Giand, p1403.

Bhatt Gyand, however, used the word ‘Waheguru’ in ap-
preciation of Guru Ramdas.

Use of two parts of Waheguru as ‘Wah’ and ‘Guru’

In the AGGS ‘Wahguru’ has not been used by any Sikh
Guru as such; however ‘Wah’ and ‘Guru’ have used sepa-
rately. by Guru Amardas

i) Use of g (Wah) by Guru Amardas in Gurbani:

Tg Ty {37 & wrdl f7 Aor Jifgg Iistg |

Tg g 3R & wmdl fA grees Wiz dig |l

Tg =g 37 & wrdt f7 78 Hig Ifawr Anrfe ||

Trg =g f37 & wrdt f7 ST forg Arfo |l

&od @9 @Y fox Ifg AraMt fA Afs9S S fogfe
Il

WJIdTH, H 3, U - 515.

Chant Waho! Waho! to the Lord, who is True, profound
and unfathomable.

EDITORIAL NOTE: Dr DS Grewal has justified the chanting of ‘Waheguru’ by quoting a lot of references estrane-
ous to the AGGS. He has also tried to justify that although ‘Waheguru’ as such is not found in the Bani of the Sikh Gu-
rus still “Waho’ and ‘Guru’ occur many times in their Bani. It is a fact that neither Guru Nanak nor any other Sikh
Guru has coined or used ‘Waheguru’ in their Bani, then the question is:

Should the Sikhs follow the writings of others than that of the Sikh Gurus?

I think it is necessary for the Sikh theologians to look into this issue.

DS Chahal
Editor
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Chant Wao! Waho! to the Lord, who is the Giver of virtue,
intelligence and patience.

Chant Waho! Waho! to the Lord, who is permeating and
pervading in all.

Chant Waho! Waho! to the Lord, who is the Giver of sus-
tenance to all.

O Nanak, Waho! Waho! - praise the One Lord, revealed
by the True Guru. 1111

AGGS, M 3, p515.

And

TITIWIH WEY I oY Tg AT A ||
TITI IS I I TITI IS I ||
WdIaTH, H 3, Y& 515.

Waho! Wao! The Lord is unfathomable and inaccessible.
Wao! Waaho! He is the True One.

Waaho! Waho! He is the self-existent Lord. Waho! Waho!
As He wills, so it comes to pass.

AGGS, M. 3, p 515.

And

Tg Y II3T IAST AEf I ||
yJ mefe yg fufgwr wret ||
TISIM TY Y Had Id |

I
Tg TY I AL A6 AT f35d I uaw yre ud

I
Tg Y IIH UIUf3 I2 aax ©fd 7Y AT Ue ||

(RRTH, H.3,U- 514 ,)

Chanting Waho! Waho! The tongue is adorned with the
Word of the Sabd.

Through the Perfect Sabd, one comes to meet God.

How beautiful are those persons who chant Waaho!
Waaho!; people come to venerate them.

Waho! Waho! is obtained by Lord’s Grace; O Nanak,
honor is obtained at the Gate of the True Lord. 1121
AGGS, M. 3,p514.

ii) Use of 919 (Gur) by Guru Arjan in Gurbani
J1d ©'3" AHIY J1d I1d A Hig Ifamr mfe |

YJIdTH, H U, U- 8¢.)

The Guru is the Giver, the Guru is All-powerful. The Guru
is All-pervading, contained amongst all.
And

I UIHAJ UTsIY JId 35T 8L 3T ||
WEETH, H U, U - 8¢,
The Guru is the Transcendent Lord, the Supreme Lord

God. The Guru lifts up and saves those who are drown-
ing. 11211 AGGS, M 5, p 49.
And

I UIAAG Afenr S A T &7 ||
AGGS, H 5, p - 49.

I serve the Guru, the Transcendent Lord, the Dispeller of
fear; my suffering has been taken away. 113l

AGGS, M 5, p 49.

And

I UIAAT B I AT HiT Ifamr A ||
Aggs, H5,U—53.

The Guru and the Transcendent Lord are one and the
same, pervading and permeating amongst all.
(AGGS,M 5,p 53.)

Other references where Guru or Gur is used to depict the
God can be seen at p. 2, 35, 61, , 74 , 202, 208, 234,
245, 310, 397, 408, 489, 624, 800, 809, 1271and 1401.

Use of ‘Waheguru’ out side of the AGGS

The use of Wahguru for the God is first seen in Bhai
Gurudas’s Varan [11]. Bhai Gurdas has cited in Vaar
11/3 & 24/1

that it was Guru Nanak who had first
‘Waheguru’ as the True Mantra.

Af3 QY Af3 a1 &f9 AT sox €8 Aufenr |
TIHAS 939 Yd ATUHAIS AT 43 SATENT |
faag a9 AEE BFEfenr | (]9 28/9)

The true form was got chanted as The True Name, Sat-
nam, by the true Guru Nanak.

In the congregation of saintly people in the place of wor-
ship at Kartarpur, he established the region of the truth.
The Guru chanted the Word Wah(i)guru therin. (Vaar
24/1)(2)

And

Af339 yau efemms Jfe =faqg A HI AEfenr I1(F9
94/3)

Having been pleased, the True Guru recited the true
mantar ‘Waheiguru’ (Vaar 11/3)

initiated

First Description of ‘Waheguru’ by Bhai Gurdas
Bhai Gurdas has described the implication of various
letters of the Waheguru in Vaar 1/49 :

Af3afar Af399 AT << ferAs & AU |
onufs Af39e o9t fams oo afs ofg a1 AU |
I9T IH AU Ay U

If®afdr a7ax I9 Jifse AT Jfee aH wF<

9 A9 9¢ mait Uorfes fefy afe mie

T3 nie feg afy efagg Ay Hg A< |l

7T 3 Buffmr fefg 3T AHE 1(39 a/8¢)

o
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Bhai Gurdas linked Wahenguru with the characteristics

of Ikomkar given in the beginning Jap:
Af3e™ 93 ygy faag feg fag AME 1(I9 80/22)

Use of Waheguru by Guru Gobind Singh and others
in Hukamnanas

In Hukamnamas [Dr. Ganda Singh] Guru Hargobind,
Guru Tegh Bahadur and Guru Gobind Singh have been
shown using ‘a8 I A3 (Ikomkar Guru sat(i)) and

g A3’ (Guru sat(i)). While Gur Harikishan, Guru

Tegh Bahadur and Guru Gobind Singh are shown using
‘a8 Af33g’ also for the God. (5)

In Hukamnama Patshahi 10, Chet 6, Samat 1762 Bik-
rami, Guru Gobind Singh wused the word
‘Waheguru’ (‘i@ SIOLIG) 71 &t €3fg ) Later Mata Sahib

Devi Ji also used the word Waheguru (1€ Tggg &t
@3fg ) in Hukamnama dated Chet Sudi 9, 1785 Bik-

rami , (27 March 1729) as given in the book Hukarm-
name [5].

Before Guru Gobind Singh merged himself into light for
ever, he said the following
...AfS3ET &7, =@ fRwT | AT & HOT & &t 39€ A AT

nrrfsfaw%r 3A dier A aH &a7, niFt & 8F T9ara H
Afe 33 a7 |

Tqd o uEAr Trggg Hi &t €3 |

(Satigur said,” Daya Singh, I have got the call from the
God. You must have patience. I am now leaving to the
court of the God. Wahguru ji ka Khalsa Wahguru ji ki
Fate.)

Date of recording of this entry in Bhatt Wahis is shown
as Samwat 1847 Jeth Maas ki Pandrami ke diwas (1790
AD) [3]

First regular use of Waheguru after Gurus was by
Kavi Sainapat.

Word Waheguru is found frequently used in Sri Guru
Sobha [6] completed on ‘Fagn(i) Samat 1875, Privisht(i)
Shukal Pakh thit 14, vaar budh’, (1818 AD) by Saina-
pat(i) one of the 52 poets in Guru Gobind Singh’s Dar-
bar.

Hukka na peevai sees dadhi na mundavai, so to Wah(i)
guru Wah(i0guru Guru ji ka khalsa. (p.24)

The one who does not smoke or does not cut his hair
from beard or head is the pure one (khalsa) of the God
and the guru.

Jiwan din chaar(i) samajh dekh(i) boojh man Bichar.
Wah(i) guru guru ji ka khalsa kahaiae. (p. 32)

The life is for fourdays; think and understand. You get
yopurself called the pure one (Khalsa) of the God and
the guru.

Use of Waheguru in Janamsaakhis.

At the completion of Chaturbhuj Pothi in Samwat 1885

(1828 A.D.) following is found recorded at the end.
‘Tfgare 7 3/ UEt @ w3l o137, &9 gt A93 atty
nH AE @fer M3l Udt ydt 38t a9 & ymfe ” [9).

A Hukamnama issued from Takhat Sri Harimandir Patna
Sahib on Magh Sudi 5, Samvat 1918 Bikrami (4 Febru-
ary 1862) at p. 87 of the Hukamname also uses 98

Tgqg ot @3fa. (5)

Bhai Mani Singh explained the importance of word
‘Waheguru’ in ‘Sikhan Di Bhagat Maala [10]

‘Hig" 3 IS €6 99 ST T YST A | AT I8 (IF 50
¥ 85t € 9ms i3 3t Buw' wigew &St | fAR &9
WATST AGH HIG 3 3 99 UT9E WA § YU Jeg 3
T #fen : g g ‘Tfoad TaH I feR T aH AUE 3
9 ye9E yus J€ Ifs | 3 85t yfew #t efoag’ =
»Ig ot T ? 3t g9 e “g ‘fT &H niged & I fAA
& Afsnr g9a A3 yEwE A A<fe, 3 8A § AT &
AeM, & & wiuag € 3 3 F &H yaIH J faor 7,
8rer o Tfaqg I | BAE MU »iT Awe 3 99 UEWE
faarg nftmit fiese Ifs ? 3t g Sfenr : 7 AT Hafs
3 2J a AeMt 37 9afs J9fe feT A A wANT AT & €8
Jo T | 3 fAA HW TTA3 93 736 a9¢ Js B Har It
HOGH € Fa13t g Ut Ud 8 e 88 6 | 3 7 THE
nE FAST € He few It 3, R R THe™ HooH udt &9
¥e J | 37 Tfggg € &H T »9E AHSM, 3t fomis
Yz ger 7 3 Hfafs &t d 3f 3 99 ueww fagg ©
M € nils I |

fusst o3 89 feras afd & Tt uzfs st fasfs st
adfs 3 A 38 AT 3 ‘@fs Gudfs, 3 7 AeA QU
e 3t g T 897 [fe | fer yaw disefs 3 Age
WHR »e, A U v g9 fos S99 & &30 aafs
3 fAYt g yAw a9s | (fAyf &t 398 v 3t Afag 5.
9 fAw #t, o 8u-8¢)

“Seehan and Gajan were cousins. When they had the
meeting with the Baba (Guru Nanak) they prayed, “Our
transmigration must end; we must get all the four materi-
als of the world.” The Baba said, “You can get all the
four materials of the world by chanting the Name of Wa-
heguru”. They requested to know the meaning of Wa-
heguru. The Baba explained, “ ‘Wahe’ means ‘wonder’,
due to whose energy all the worldly materials will be
known. We will not know Him in dark; ‘Gu’ means
‘dark’ and ‘ru’ means ‘light’ in which we know Him. We
have thus Waheguru meaning the wonder which can be
known with the light of knowledge provided by the Guru
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or true guide. By chanting and knowing Him we get all the
four materials of the world. They enquired further, “How
do we get these four materials by chanting the name of the
Waheguru?” Guru Nanak explained. “When one goes
walking towards the congregation of the saintly person,
every step equates to hundred Ashwmedh Yag (Burning in
fire of hundred of horses after sacrifice). The wealth, for
which the people yearn, is offered to the worshippers of
the God. Whatever the worshippers of God wish, the same
is fulfilled. If you understand the meaning of Waheguru,
you get the true knowledge and get emancipated. All the
four materials of the world are also achieved.”

After having bath in the last hours of the night, you must
recite the Guru’s word a longwith your work, when your
breath goes down you must chat ‘Wahe’; when your
breath goes up you must chant ‘Guru’. You must live your
life this way. On the occasion of ‘sangrand’ Masya, Bi-
asakhi or Dewali, you must prepare the sweet pudding of
three equal items ghee, sugar and water and serve as
‘prasad’ among the congregation (Sikhan di Bhagat Mala
by Bhai Mani Singh edited by Bhai Veer Singh p.45-46)

Bhai Ram Singh wrote in Suniti Prakash (1825), ‘Bhai
Santokh Singh in Mahima Prakash and Desa Singh in
Rehatname have used wahiguru. Gurbilas and Gur Pad
Prem Prakash have also used it.

Use of Waheguru for chanting

By the time of nineteenth Century chanting of Waheguru
has been in regular practice. Gyani Gyan Singh initiated
his Panth Prakash (7) by chanting Waheguru.

Waheguruvar mantar raaj ucharnte agh ogh nasai hain.
(p-10)

By chanting the mantra of waheguru all the evils run
away. (p. 10)

There are numerous reference available from 19" century
onwards and are not cited due to lack of space. Now every
Sikh chants Waheguru at the beginning of the Sikh prayer.
He also recites ‘Khalsa Ji, Bolo Waheguru Ji ka Khalsa
Waheguru Ji ki Fateh’ after every step of the prayer and
chanted Waheguru, and sings ‘Waheguru naam jahaz hai
chadhai so utrai paar.’

This is the tradition of chanting Waheguru as the name
of the God.

CONCLUSIONS

e The word ‘Waheguru’ as such has not been used by
any Sikh Guru in their Bani, however, ‘Wah’ and ‘Gu’
have been used separately.

e ‘Waheguru’ has been used for the first time by Bhatt
Giand in the AGGS.

e Then it was defined and used many times by Bhai
Gurdas in his Vaaran.

e Later on it was found in many writings on Sikhism.
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